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Portraiture is my current mode of inquiry because bodies are our best archives. In this collaborative
series, I explored photographs of my friends’  ancestors, especially mothers, and responded with work
in 35mm color film. Many of the images tell stories of the ‘Up South’: the American South and Latin
America in New York, which is also the trajectory of my own story. Mothers are a difficult genre for
me; my own, born in Birmingham, Alabama, died when I was five. I loved looking at my friends’
mother photos to make this work; and have shared some of their photos with you, here, along with
the work we made together. Ixchel and I, for example, collaborated on portraits at Coney Island, a
place I learned while photographing her, and she photographing me, was a site of pleasure for her
parents as young people, and the beach where her family gathers each year to remember the day her
parents arrived in New York at teenagers in love.
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