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Were you there?

Were you there?
Yes, a voice says.
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Did you also do
The same bad things?

Yes, a voice says.
You’re crying.

Where are they, those
Who could forgive you?

Are you really alone in the world?
The voice is silent.

At the circus

At the circus I got
A magic square.
Nine symbols.
Their sum always death.

Mother sent me
To your unknown
Residence
For a reading.

Before I even learned
Where to search,
I became the shape
Of your absence.
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Look how the mountains

Look how the mountains arise!
Mountains don’t arise, the mountains are.

Look, rain is being made!
But rain isn’t made, rain is.

Look, a day is being born.
But a day isn’t born, a day is.

I ran through this meadow like a child.
Now my aged son walks through it.

But it wasn’t me running.
I am.

Son

Son,
When you wake up,
Horses continue to run
Through your dreams.

Love is
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Love is
A small kitten
Drinking water
From a cracked dish.

 

Translated from the Slovenian by Brian Henry from Above the Sky Beneath the Earth (2015)
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