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The following excerpt hails from Jongo & Adriano, a fotonovela by Brazilian artist Yhuri Cruz
featuring two Black lovers who escape enslavement, one African-born and the other a Brazilian
criollo. “Whatever resemblance these characters bare to historical fact might not be a coincidence,”
Cruz tells us. He is in dialogue with writers like Saidiya Hartman whose poetic interventions in the
archives of enslavement “refashion disfigured lives”; and he is also distinctly carioca, raised by a
family who founded one of Rio’s oldest samba blocos. Jongo e Adriano is born of Cruz’s
“Blackphagical” research with a group of actors called “Pretofágicos.” His artistic
movement, Pretofagia, or “Blackphagy,” critiques the caricaturing of Indigenous and Black Brazil by
white Brazilian modernists in the Antropofagia movement like Tarsila do Amaral and, later,
tropicalistas like Hélio Oiticica, who recirculated the modernists’ program of cultural cannibalism.
Simultaneously, Pretofagia re-harnesses the possibilities of antropofagia as an artistic concept. The
power of his work comes from a young Black artist nourishing himself on a lineage of Black Brazilian
poet-artists such as Abdias do Nascimento; and, in this case, on Ana Maria Gonçalves’s novel Um

defeito de cor, on which Cruz’s fotonovela is based. 
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Montana Ray holds an MFA in poetry and translation and a PhD in comparative literature from
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ABOUT THE  AUTHOR

Yhuri Cruz
Yhuri Cruz is a writer and visual artist, born in Olaria, Rio de Janeiro to an
African-Brazilian family. His work maps an intersection between his
family's ethical and aesthetic heritage across many mediums: stone
sculptures, drawings, interactive objects, theater, operas, lecture-
performances, photography, and film. Cruz holds a degree in Political
Science (UNIRIO) and a postgraduate degree in Cultural Journalism (UERJ).
Contact: yhuricruzart@gmail.com


